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NEW STATE REQUIRED IMMUNIZATION 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians of ALL 6th Grade Students: 
 
Effective on July 1, 2011, for school year 2012/2013 and beyond, California State regulations require ALL California 
students in grade 7 to receive a booster shot against pertussis, or Tdap, (California Law – Assembly Bill 354) and be 
fully immunized for their age prior to entering school.  This means any student entering in, enrolling in or advancing to 
the 7th grade is required to receive a Tdap pertussis booster after the 7th birthday before beginning school in August 
2012.   
  

Whooping cough, also known as pertussis, has recently become widespread in California.  A Tdap pertussis booster 
shot is recommended for all students 10 years and older, although the Tdap booster given on or after the seventh 
birthday is required for school entry beginning with the 2011-2012 school year.  Getting the immunization now will 
protect your child against the ongoing threat of pertussis and ensure your child meets the new school requirements.  
 

In preparation for your 6th grade student promoting to 7th grade, you must bring official documentation of the 
immunization to the school that your child attends.  Exemptions for personal beliefs will be allowed but new Tdap 
exemptions must be signed, per the State of California Public Health Department Immunization Branch.  Tdap 
exemptions for medical reasons must be obtained from your physician’s office.   
 

If you have any questions you can phone your child’s school or for information about immunization clinics in your area, 
call San Bernardino Public Health Department at 1-800-722-4794.  The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends 
a yearly physical exam for children ten years of age and older.  During the physical exam, your child’s physician or 
health care provider can provide needed boosters for Tdap and other immunizations, as well as making sure your child 
is healthy and ready to learn.  To see if your child qualifies for a free or low cost physical exam call 1-800-722-3777.  
 

Thank you for your response to this important and required mandate! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Charlene Dean, R.N., B.S.N. 
Health Service Coordinator       
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The area below may be used for documentation by the PHYSICIAN OR CLINIC, if desired.  Documentation on your 
student’s official immunization record is preferred. 
 

Student Name (printed): Date of Birth: School:  

IMMUNIZATION DOSE MONTH DAY YEAR 

Tdap Booster 1    

Additional Immunizations (If needed, with name)     

 

 

Print name of physician:  ____________________________________________       Date:  ___________________ 
  
 
 
 

Signature of physician:     _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
If this form is being used as official documentation a signature is required from the attending physician. 

 
f:hlthforms:6th Tdap:9.22.11 
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EARLY ALERT TO SCHOOLS
Assembly Bill 354 Becomes Law 

2011 Pertussis (Whooping Cough) Immunization Requirements for Students 
September 30, 2010

Whooping cough (pertussis) has been widespread in California during 2010. The 
California Department of Public Health recommends that all Californians 10 years and 
older receive a booster shot against pertussis (also known as “Tdap”1). Moreover, 
Assembly Bill 354, now chaptered into California law, requires students to be 
immunized against pertussis2:

For the 2011-12 school year only, all     students entering 7  th   through 12  th   grades   will 
need proof of a Tdap booster shot before starting school. This requirement:

• Begins July 1, 2011.
• Can be met by receiving one dose of Tdap vaccine on or after the 10th birthday.
• Applies to all public and private schools.
• Does not affect students enrolled in summer school.

Beginning July 1, 2012, and beyond  ,   all students entering the 7  th   grade   will need 
proof of a Tdap booster shot before starting school. 

Starting now, please use your school websites, newsletters, report card messages, and 
other communications to send the following information:

Pertussis is widespread. If your child 10 years and older has not yet received the 
‘Tdap’ pertussis booster shot, please contact your doctor or health department.  
Getting a booster shot now will protect your child against the ongoing threat of  
pertussis and meet a new school requirement that begins in the 2011-12 school  
year (California law - Assembly Bill 354). 

Adults are also advised to get a pertussis booster shot, if they haven’t already, to  
protect themselves, their families, and their students.

Updates on implementing this new law will be posted later in the 2010-2011 school year 
at www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Pages/Pertussis.aspx, which currently has 
general information about pertussis disease and immunization.

1 “Tdap” = Tetanus toxoid, reduced diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis vaccine.
2 Exemptions permitted for verified medical conditions or personal beliefs.

Immunization Branch/Division of Communicable Disease Control, MS 7309
850 Marina Bay Parkway, Building P, 2nd Floor, Richmond, CA 94804

(510) 620-3737
Internet Address:  www.cdph.ca.gov

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Pages/Pertussis.aspx
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_0351-0400/ab_354_bill_20100929_chaptered.html







